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of the crown. In a Federal State, on the other hand, foreign
policy must very often be directed contrary to the will of,
or at any rate without the consent of the federal princes.
No ! It is a heavy and unprecedented sacrifice which the
Federal State party asks from the German princes. Is it
likely that hereditary and irresponsible sovereigns, who
cannot be removed from their position, should voluntarily
give way to such a demand, and console themselves with the
proud consciousness of having performed this act of re-
nunciation for the honour of the German name ? Is there
anything in the history of the higher nobility of the German
nation to justify us in expecting such a resolution ? " l

In this passage Treitschke is not simply speculating as
>to the probable attitude of the lesser princes. He is explain-
ing the failure of an experiment which the unlucky Frederick
William IV. had made in the years 1849-50 ; the experi-
ment of founding a new Federal Union from which Austria
should be excluded and of which the King of Prussia should
be the president. The scheme had been wrecked by the
jealousy of the other German princes, and had ended with
the humiliation of Prussia at the Conference of Olmiitz
(1850), when she was compelled to purchase peace with
Austria by renouncing the new Federal Union and consenting
that the old Confederation should be restored. This sur-
render was under the circumstances a wise one; Bismarck
had approved of it, for Prussia in 1850 was no match for
Austria in military strength. But the obvious moral was
that German unity could only be effected by force of arms.
There was no possibility of a peaceful evolution by which
the Confederation would be transformed into a true Federal
State. There must be a revolution; and this could only
be brought about by Prussia. Austria desired to perpetuate
the disunion of Germany ; and the smaller States would
never combine of their own accord to crush Austria. Only
Prussia could free them ; and it would be absurd if Prussia,

1 Hist, und poL Aufsdtze, ii. pp. 137-8.